Great Expectations Vocabulary 2

1. ablution 

noun 

1 a : the washing of one's body or part of it (as in a religious rite) 

   b : the act or action of bathing

2 : a building housing bathing and toilet facilities on a military base

2. adamantine 

adjective 

1 : made of or having the quality of adamant

2 : rigidly firm : UNYIELDING

3 : resembling the diamond in hardness or luster 

3. affinity 

noun 

1 : relationship by marriage

2 a : sympathy marked by community of interest : KINSHIP 

    b (1) : an attraction to or liking for something 

        (2) : an attractive force between substances or particles that causes them 

                to enter into and remain in chemical combination 

    c : a person especially of the opposite sex having a particular attraction for one

3 a : likeness based on relationship or causal connection

   b : a relation between biological groups involving resemblance in structural plan and 

        indicating a common origin

synonym see ATTRACTION 

4. apparition 

noun 

1 a : an unusual or unexpected sight : PHENOMENON 

   b : a ghostly figure

2 : the act of becoming visible : APPEARANCE

5. aversion 

noun 

1 : the act of turning away

2 a : a feeling of repugnance toward something with a desire to avoid or turn from it 

   b : a settled dislike : ANTIPATHY  

   c : a tendency to extinguish a behavior or to avoid a thing or situation and especially a 

        usually pleasurable one because it is or has been associated with a noxious stimulus

3 : one that is the object of aversion 

6. capricious 

adjective 

governed or characterized by caprice : IMPULSIVE, UNPREDICTABLE

synonym see INCONSTANT
7. cipher 

noun 

1 a : ZERO

   b : one that has no weight, worth, or influence : NONENTITY

2 a : a method of transforming a text in order to conceal its meaning -- compare CODE  

   b : a message in code

3 : ARABIC NUMERAL

4 : a combination of symbolic letters; especially : the interwoven initials of a name 

8. coercion 

noun

the act, process, or power of coercing 

9. despicable 

adjective 

deserving to be despised : so worthless or obnoxious as to rouse moral indignation

synonym see CONTEMPTIBLE
10. disdainful 

adjective

full of or expressing disdain

synonym see PROUD
11. disputatious 

adjective 

1 a : inclined to dispute 

   b : marked by disputation

2 : provoking debate : CONTROVERSIAL

12. dregs 

noun 

1 : sediment contained in a liquid or precipitated from it : LEES -- usually used in plural

2 : the most undesirable part -- usually used in plural

3 : the last remaining part : VESTIGE

13. epistle 

noun 

1 a : one of the letters adopted as books of the New Testament 

   b : a liturgical lection usually from one of the New Testament Epistles

2 a : LETTER; especially : a formal or elegant letter 

   b : a composition in the form of a letter

14. erudition 

noun

extensive knowledge acquired chiefly from books : profound, recondite, or bookish learning

synonym see KNOWLEDGE 

15. exonerate
verb 

1 : to relieve of a responsibility, obligation, or hardship

2 : to clear from accusation or blame

synonym see EXCULPATE
16. farinaceous 

adjective 

1 : having a mealy texture or surface

2 : containing or rich in starch 

17. genteel 

adjective 

1 a : having an aristocratic quality or flavor : STYLISH 

   b : of or relating to the gentry or upper class 

   c : elegant or graceful in manner, appearance, or shape 

   d : free from vulgarity or rudeness : POLITE

2 a : maintaining or striving to maintain the appearance of superior or middle-class social       

        status or respectability 

   b (1) : marked by false delicacy, prudery, or affectation 

      (2) : conventionally or insipidly pretty

18. gild 

verb 

1 : to overlay with or as if with a thin covering of gold

2 a : to give money to 

   b : to give an attractive but often deceptive appearance to 

   c : to make bloody

19. gorge 

verb 

1 a : to stuff to capacity : GLUT 

   b : to fill completely or to the point of distension

2 : to consume greedily

20. gourmand 

noun 

1 : one who is excessively fond of eating and drinking

2 : one who is heartily interested in good food and drink 

21. insolent 

adjective 

1 : insultingly contemptuous in speech or conduct : OVERBEARING

2 : exhibiting boldness or effrontery : IMPUDENT

synonym see PROUD
22. melancholy 

noun 

1 a : an abnormal state attributed to an excess of black bile and characterized by 

        irascibility or depression 

   b : BLACK BILE c : MELANCHOLIA

2 a : depression of spirits : DEJECTION 

   b : a pensive mood 

23. mortify 

verb 

transitive senses

1 : to destroy the strength, vitality, or functioning of

2 : to subdue or deaden (as the body or bodily appetites) especially by abstinence or self-   

     inflicted pain or discomfort

3 : to subject to severe and vexing embarrassment : SHAME

intransitive senses

1 : to practice mortification

2 : to become necrotic or gangrenous 

24. obstinate 

adjective 

1 : perversely adhering to an opinion, purpose, or course in spite of reason, arguments, or   

     persuasion

2 : not easily subdued, remedied, or removed

synonyms see OBSTINATE, DOGGED, STUBBORN, PERTINACIOUS, MULISH
25. obtrusive 

adjective 

1 a : forward in manner or conduct 

   b : undesirably prominent

2 : thrust out : PROTRUDING

synonym see IMPERTINENT
26. perspicuity 

adjective

plain to the understanding especially because of clarity and precision of presentation 
synonym see CLEAR
27. pompous 

adjective 

1 : excessively elevated or ornate

2 : having or exhibiting self-importance : ARROGANT 

3 : relating to or suggestive of pomp : MAGNIFICENT

28. propound 
verb 

to offer for discussion or consideration

29. purblind 

adjective 

1 a : wholly blind 

   b : partly blind

2 : lacking in vision, insight, or understanding : OBTUSE

30. reticence 

noun 

1 : the quality or state of being reticent : RESERVE, RESTRAINT

2 : an instance of being reticent

3 : RELUCTANCE

31. rumination 

verb 

transitive senses

1 : to go over in the mind repeatedly and often casually or slowly

2 : to chew repeatedly for an extended period

intransitive senses

1 : to a chew again what has been chewed slightly and swallowed : chew the cud

2 : to engage in contemplation : REFLECT

synonym see PONDER
32. sagacious 

adjective 

1 : keen in sense perception

2 a : of keen and farsighted penetration and judgment : DISCERNING

   b : caused by or indicating acute discernment

synonym see SHREWD
33. sluice 

noun 

1 a : an artificial passage for water (as in a millstream) fitted with a valve or gate for 

        stopping or regulating flow 

   b : a body of water pent up behind a floodgate

2 : a dock gate : FLOODGATE

3 a : a stream flowing through a floodgate 

   b : a channel to drain or carry off surplus water

4 : a long inclined trough usually on the ground; especially : such a contrivance paved usually with riffles to hold quicksilver for catching gold 

34. sportive 

adjective 

1 a : FROLICSOME, PLAYFUL 

   b : ARDENT, WANTON

2 : of or relating to sports and especially field sports

