Sir Gawain and the Green Knight Vocabulary 1

1. abash 

verb
to destroy the self-possession or self-confidence of : DISCONCERT

synonym see EMBARRASS
2. absolve 
verb 

1 : to set free from an obligation or the consequences of guilt

2 : to remit (a sin) by absolution

synonym see EXCULPATE
3. adroit 
adjective 

having or showing skill, cleverness, or resourcefulness in handling situations 

synonym see CLEVER, DEXTEROUS
4. assuage 
verb

1 : to lessen the intensity of (something that pains or distresses) : EASE

2 : PACIFY, QUIET

3 : to put an end to by satisfying : APPEASE, QUENCH

synonym see RELIEVE
5. baleful 
adjective 

1 : deadly or pernicious in influence

2 : foreboding evil : OMINOUS

synonym see SINISTER
6. bane 
noun 

1 a : KILLER, SLAYER 
   b : POISON 

   c : DEATH, DESTRUCTION 

   d : WOE

2 : a source of harm or ruin : CURSE 

7. behest 
noun 

1 : an authoritative order : COMMAND

2 : an urgent prompting 

8. behoove 
verb 

1 : to be necessary, proper, or advantageous for 

2 : to be necessary, fit, or proper 

9. beldame 
noun 

an old woman 

10. betide 
verb 

1 : to happen especially as if by fate

2 : to happen to : BEFALL -- used chiefly in the phrase woe betide 

11. blithe 
adjective 

1 : of a happy lighthearted character or disposition

2 : lacking due thought or consideration : CASUAL, HEEDLESS 

synonym see MERRY
12. caparison 
noun 

1 a : an ornamental covering for a horse 

   b : decorative trappings and harness

2 : rich clothing : ADORNMENT 

13. cavil 
verb 

intransitive senses : to raise trivial and frivolous objection

transitive senses : to raise trivial objections to

14. chary 
adjective 

1 archaic : DEAR, TREASURED

2 : discreetly cautious: as 

   a : hesitant and vigilant about dangers and risks 

   b : slow to grant, accept, or expend 

synonym see CAUTIOUS
15. chine 
noun 

1 : BACKBONE, SPINE; also : a cut of meat including all or part of the backbone

2 : the intersection of the bottom and the sides of a flat or V-bottomed boat 

16. churl 
noun 

1 : CEORL

2 : a medieval peasant

3 : RUSTIC, COUNTRYMAN

4 a : a rude ill-bred person 

   b : a stingy morose person 

17. complaisant 
adjective 

1 : marked by an inclination to please or oblige

2 : tending to consent to others' wishes

synonym see AMIABLE
18. coquette 
verb 

1 : to play the coquette : FLIRT

2 : to deal with something playfully rather than seriously

synonym see TRIFLE 

19. countenance 
noun 

1 : BEARING, DEMEANOR

2 a : calm expression 

   b : mental composure 

   c : LOOK, EXPRESSION

3 a : ASPECT, SEMBLANCE 

   b : PRETENSE

4 : FACE, VISAGE; especially : the face as an indication of mood, emotion, or character

5 : bearing or expression that offers approval or sanction : moral support 

20. courser 
noun 

a swift or spirited horse : CHARGER 

21. cower 
verb  

to shrink away or crouch especially for shelter from something that menaces, domineers, or dismays

synonym see FAWN 

22. coy 
adjective 

1 a : shrinking from contact or familiarity 

   b : marked by cute, coquettish, or artful playfulness

2 : showing reluctance to make a definite commitment

synonym see SHY

23. crag 
noun

1 : a steep rugged rock or cliff

2 : a sharp detached fragment of rock

24. crass 
adjective 

1 a : GROSS; especially : having or indicating such grossness of mind as precludes delicacy and     

        discrimination 

   b : being beneath one's dignity 

   c : used as a pejorative intensifier 

2 : guided by or indicative of base or materialistic values

synonym see STUPID
25. dais 
noun 

a raised platform (as in a hall or large room) 

26. dale 
noun 

VALLEY, VALE 

27. dalliance 

noun 

an act of dallying : as 
   a : PLAY; especially : amorous play 
   b : frivolous action : TRIFLING 

28. debonair 
adjective
1 : GENTLE, COURTEOUS

2 a : SUAVE, URBANE 
   b : LIGHTHEARTED, NONCHALANT

29. demur 
verb 
1: DELAY, HESITATE

2 : to file a demurrer

3 : to take exception : OBJECT -- often used with to or at
